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Background

This workshop is looking at creating and achieving
effective Partnerships and Development Coopera-
tion which should be taking place globally in order

to strengthen the processes of Education for Sustain-

able development. The workshop is also looking at

the processes that are necessary to foster and sustain

the partnerships and development cooperation.

The workshop aims to highlight the importance of a
favourable environment which will allow journalists
and other media professionals to consider and deal
with issues linked to ESD.

However, it is important to keep in mind the shaping
events and imperatives that has brought about ESD.

n Education for Sustainable Development is rooted
on UN s concern over quality of basic education
and sustainable development, therefore it is a
response to the human environment develop-
ment nexus!

n Using educational and learning aspects to add
focus and relevance to efforts of Education For All
goals, the Literacy Decade, Agenda 21 ch.36, the
Millennium Development Goals and other global,
regional and sub-regional educational efforts
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n The ESD orientation involves integrating princi-
ples, values and practices of sustainable develop-
ment into all aspects of education and learning in
order to encourage change in behaviour that will
create a more sustainable future in terms of envi-
ronmental integrity, economic viability, and a just
society.?

n Global social justice in relation to the education
principles and support that are developed and
owed to the people in the global village should
take acceptance of the existing contrasts in global
in uences & principles and local interpretation of
those global in uences & principles which cause
an axis of tension. 3

n Education is to be understood to take place
broadly in formal, non-formal and informal
settings and it is supported by various actors.

Partnerships and Development Cooperation

Networks are imbedded in the mutual understanding
of the actors, actants; the context in which they oper-
ate; the factors that impact on them and their aspira-
tions. This notion is crucial especially in view of the
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inconsistencies that exist as global agreements get
devolved to local policies and local institutional struc-
tures. Part of this tension comes from the fact that
the concept of sustainable development is at times
contested and not clearly de ned, and that the lead
agencies and implementing agencies are not neces-
sarily aligned from global to local levels*.

With this in mind, it is therefore crucial to consider
that partnerships and cooperation are based on
multiple actors, including, formal and non-formal
education, and the various levels of education includ-
ing early childhood, primary and secondary, higher
education and vocational training. This is articulated
well in Wickenberg® when he looked at the actors
and actants involved in contributing to the greening
of curricula in Europe. These included contribution of
the curriculum, the educator and the learner, institu-
tional setting (the school), various levels of govern-
ment and their line ministries, interested parties like
parents, Community Based Organisations and Non-
Governmental Organisations, resources and policy.

Role of networks

Networks are communities of practice that relate

and work together in order to achieve meaningful,
sustainable and relevant interventions. The value of
democratic universality is at the heart of reason why
networks are vehicles for intervention. They provide
discussion points, evidence gathering and sharing;
and dialogue on what works and what does not work.
They therefore form aggregative and deliberative
nodes and / or webs.

In relation to ESD implementation, there are oppor-
tunities to carry out stock taking of what has been at-
tempted and achieved, what are the enabling factors
and barriers, and what lessons are being learnt.

Challenges for Partnerships and Development coop-
eration ESD in North-South-South & South-South

In deliberating on Partnerships and Development
Cooperation in ESD some of the challenges that are
worth bearing in mind for include:

n Where we want to go from here;
n forming continuity from previous conferences

n dealing with the change in the nature of discourse
around ESD including establishment & interpreta-
tion of ESD with respect to education and learning

n Understanding and working with current practices
in networks including
politics of ESD the history of exclusion versus
the notion of inclusion;
Knowledge production values

n Merging the processes and structures of formal
and non-formal education and learning

n Support systems and activities of resultant
networks
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