
The Canoe Is the People CD-ROM
& Learner’s Resource Pack

Presentation at the Special Event
“Synergies between Intangible Cultural Heritage and ESD”

UNESCO World Conference on Education for Sustainable Development
Bonn, Germany, 2 April 2009

Dr Konai Thaman
University of the South Pacific



Coordinated by UNESCO’s LINKS Programme 
Local & Indigenous Knowledge Systems

• Sophisticated knowledge of the 
natural world is not confined to 
science 

• Societies from all parts of the 
world possess rich sets of 
experience, understanding and 
explanation 

• These should be integrated into 
educational processes in order to 
ensure the dynamism of 
indigenous knowledge systems as 
a foundation for sustainable 
development



The idea

Use new communication 
and information 
technology to reinforce 
the transmission of 
traditional and indigenous 
knowledge in the Pacific

Within a classroom environment, it is not possible to teach 
children to build or sail a canoe. However, we can stimulate 
children to take pride in their culture, and to go and learn 
sailing skills for themselves from elders in their community.



The Canoe is the People

Progress:
• Developed by UNESCO, in partnership with 
academics, navigators, ICT experts and traditional 
knowledge holders in and around the Pacific

• Oct 2005: Launch of the CD-ROM The Canoe is 
the People: Indigenous navigation in the Pacific

• June 2007: Launch of the Maori language version 
in New Zealand, developed in collaboration with 
Waikato University

• May 2008: Completion of draft Learner’s Resource 
Pack and its presentation to Pacific Heads of 
Education Systems



The CD-ROM: 77 videos, 41 stories and accounts, 40 
images and diagrams, 11 animations…

5 sections:
• Beginnings
• Canoes and sailing
• Becoming a navigator 
• Navigating
• Voyages and revival



Learner’s Resource Pack: Teacher’s manual, learner’s 
text, lesson plans, marking schemes, curriculum guide,

poster and map, assessment sheets, evaluation guide – and more

• Designed for use in 
educational contexts –
primarily in the Pacific

• Designed for use across 
the curriculum in Pacific 
island secondary schools 
(year 7-10), but also 
applicable to non-formal 
contexts

• Follows the CD-ROM and 
also allows the content of 
the CD-ROM to be taught in 
classrooms with no (or 
li i d)



Compact Lesson Plans (side 1)



Compact Lesson Plans (side 2)



Poster depicting navigational aids
for use in the classroom



Ongoing and proposed follow up

2009 - Piloting in two Pacific Island countries
6-9 teachers in 3 schools in the Marshall Islands and the Cook Islands 

Pilot self-selected aspects of the LRP with students in Years 7-10 (age 12-15 years)

The teachers provide their comments on the following:
- usefulness of the LRP as a teaching and learning resource: an evaluation of 
the ease with which the content of the LRP can be understood and applied to 
classroom curriculum; recommended changes to the LRP;
- relevance: how the LRP relates to national curriculum statements; and
- quality teaching: what professional development would be useful to assist in 
the use of the LRP.

Finalization of the Learners Resource Pack

2010 – Establish a web-based version of the CD and LRP 
A ‘wiki’ to share new information, student projects, teaching materials 

etc.



The Canoe is the People
CD-ROM

THANK YOU

The CD-Rom is available free-
of-charge in English and New 

Zealand Maori. Write to 
links@unesco.org to receive your 

copy.


